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Removing things that might lead to crazy outcomes

compiled by Naomi Tangent, Improbable Research sta!

Cure Insanity by Removing Teeth and 
Maybe Also Some Colon
"The Etiology and Treatment of the So-Called Functional 
Psychoses. Summary of Results Based Upon the Experience 
of Four Years," Henry A. Cotton, American Journal of 
Psychiatry, vol. 79, no. 2, 1922, pp. 157-210. The author 
reports:

Without exception the functional psychotic patients all 
have infected teeth....

The removal of all infected teeth is imperative. This 
means the impacted and unerupted molars as well, 
especially in young people. From our experience, we 
consider that all impacted and unerupted teeth are 
infected. It is useless to quibble over this point....

If, after the treatment, as outlined above, the patient still 
shows no signs of improvement or recovery, thorough 
examination of the lower intestinal tract is made. When 
the diagnosis is established, exploratory laparotomy is 
performed, and, if necessary, the colon is resected....

The successful treatment of 1400 cases during the last 
four years with only 42 return cases now in the hospital 
must be accepted as evidence that our work has been 
efficient....

The inadequate unsuccessful attempt of Drs. Cheney and 
Kopeloff corresponds exactly with our own experience. 
When we started this work in 1916, in the first 50 cases 
in which the teeth were extracted no results were noticed. 
They are undoubtedly going through this period of 
inadequate treatment. I sincerely hope they will continue 
the work and follow our technic and not be discouraged 
by the results in 25 cases.

Henry A. Cotton, 
author of the study. 
Drawing by Nan Swift.
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