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Ig® Nobel Limericks: Asthma, Risk, Repro
Ig Nobel Achievements distilled into limerick form
by Martin Eiger, Improbable Research Limerick Laureate

The Ig Nobel Prizes honor achievements that first make people laugh, then make them think. For details of all  
the Ig Nobel Prize–winning achievements, see each year’s special Ig Nobel issue of the magazine, and also see  
<www.improbable.com/ig/winners>.

2010 Ig Nobel Medicine Prize
Simon Rietveld of the University of Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands, and Ilja van Beest of Tilburg University, the 
Netherlands, for discovering that symptoms of asthma can be 
treated with a roller-coaster ride. [Reference: “Rollercoaster 
Asthma: When Positive Emotional Stress Interferes with 
Dyspnea Perception,” Simon Rietveld and Ilja van Beest, 
Behaviour Research and Therapy, vol. 45, 2006,  
pp. 977–87.]

There was racing and spinning and fear.
The screaming resounds in my ear.
	 I was physically ill.
	 Bad dreams plague me still.
My breathing, however, is clear.

1992 Ig Nobel Economics Prize
The investors of Lloyds of London, heirs to 300 years of dull 
prudent management, for their bold attempt to insure disaster 
by refusing to pay for their company’s losses.

Insurance providers today
Take chances. There’s no other way.
	 There’s risk mitigation,
	 However, when they shun
Their obligation to pay.

1991 Ig Nobel Biology Prize
Robert Klark Graham, selector of seeds and prophet 
of propagation, for his pioneering development of the 
Repository for Germinal Choice, a sperm bank that accepts 
donations only from Nobellians and Olympians.

Robert Klark Graham would advise
That if you’ve won no Nobel Prize
	 And you’re not good at sports,
	 Then don’t drop your shorts.
He does not want the sperm from such guys.

Note: A complete list of Ig Nobel Prize winners is online at 
<http://www.improbable.com/ig/winners>




