
1  |  Annals of Improbable Research  |  January –February 2023 |  vol. 29 no. 1  |  improbable.com Contents

C!"#$"#%
The features marked with a star (*) are based entirely on material taken straight  
from standard research (and other Official and Therefore Always Correct) literature.  
Many of the other articles are genuine, too, but we don’t know which ones.

On the Front Cover
Noted, if fictional, 
pipe smoker Sherlock 
Holmes discusses a 
super-advanced theory. 
Drawings by Sydney 
Paget.
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A Metz Speedster 
automobile at the 
edge of the Grand 
Canyon, 1914.

Some Coming Events
The Covid-19 pandemic has introduced 
excitingly boundless uncertainty as to 
whether, when, and where public activities 
will happen in the near future. In 2023 some 
will happen teledistantly. 

(See IMPROBABLE.COM for details  
of these and other events.)

February 2023
— AAAS Annual Meeting, 
 Washington, DC, USA
March/April 2023
— Ig Nobel Euro (and Brexitannia) Tour
Aug 15, 2023
—  American Chemical Society, 
 San Francisco, USA
September (exact date TBA)
—  The 33rd First Annual Ig Nobel Prize 
Ceremony
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There’s always new improbable — it’s not what you expect! —  

stuff on the Improbable Research blog at IMPROBABLE.COM
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Explanations of, by, from, or for thoughtful thinkers
by Alice Shirrell Kaswell, Improbable Research sta!

Relation Between Pipe 
Smokers' Personalities and 
Cancer
"Smoking and Personality," Hans F. 
Eysenck, Mollie Tarrant, Myra Woolf, 
and L. England, British Medical Journal, 
vol. 1, no. 5184, 1960, pp. 1456-1460. 
The research was commissioned by 
the Tobacco Manufacturers' Standing 
Committee. The authors explain:

[T]he fact that pipe smokers are not 
particularly prone to lung cancer 
finds an easy explanation in terms 
of their quite different personality 
structure; a glance at the graph 
will show that they are even more 
introverted than are nonsmokers.

Smoking and Drinking, 
Attractiveness and 
Addiction
"Effects of Acute Nicotine and Alcohol 
on the Rating of Attractiveness in 
Social Smokers and Alcohol Drinkers," 
Angela S. Attwood, Ian S. Penton-Voak, 
Christine Goodwin, and Marcus R. 
Munafò, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 
vol. 125, no. 1-2, 2012, pp. 43-48. The 
authors, at the University of Bristol, UK, 
explain:

Male and female social alcohol 
consumers and light cigarette 
smokers were randomized to 
smoke either a nicotinized or 
denicotinized cigarette and drink 
either an alcoholic or non-alcoholic 
(placebo) beverage. The primary 
outcome was attractiveness ratings 
of facial and landscape stimuli.... 
There was a main effect of drink 
and a trend toward a main effect 
of cigarette with higher ratings of 
attractiveness after alcohol compared 
to placebo and after a nicotinized 
cigarette compared to a denicotinized 
cigarette. [cont'd next page]

Detail from the study "Smoking and Personality.

Hans Eysenck, lead author of the 
study "Smoking and Personality."
Drawing by Nan Swift.

Angela Attwood, lead author of the 
study "Smoking and Personality."  
Drawing by Nan Swift.
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Smoking and Drinking, Attractiveness
and Addiction [cont'd]

Cues for the attractiveness task comprised 40 photographic facial stimuli. The 
facial photographic images were collected using a Canon EOS300D at a focal 
length of 50 mm under standardized lighting conditions provided by two lateral 
diffuse portaflash DL1000 studio lights.... The landscapes comprised 20 images of 
natural scenes, some of which included buildings...

The ability of combined nicotine and alcohol to enhance perceived attractiveness 
of social and environmental stimuli may be a factor that increases the likelihood of 
developing a habitual pattern of use and dependence.

A Heavily Bearded Philosopher
in Women’s Underwear
"A Heavily Bearded Philosopher in Women’s Underwear — 
Deconstructing and Reconstructing the Identity of the So-called 
Hippolytus Statue," András Handl, Louvain Studies, vol. 44, 
no. 4, 2021, pp. 340-364. The author, at Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, Belgium, explains:

Strictly speaking, the so-called Hippolytus statue should 
not exist. This free-standing, full-size sculpture of a 
bearded philosopher, supplied with Christian inscriptions, 
is not only one of the very few of its kind, it was also 
created in a period when Christian authors such as 
Tertullian (ca. 200 CE) fulminated against statues. But the 
origins of the statue are not the only mysterious thing about 
it. Roughly 500 years after its discovery, scholars still 
dispute who the statue is meant to represent and in what 
context it was displayed. 

When Should Philosophers
Sacri3ce Utilitarians?
"Should We Sacrifice the Utilitarians First?" Saul Smilansky, 
The Philosophical Quarterly, vol. 70, no. 281, October 2020, 
pp. 850–867. The author, at the University of Haifa, Israel, 
explains:

It is commonly thought that morality applies universally to 
all human beings as moral targets, and our general moral 
obligations to people will not, as a rule, be affected by 
their views. I propose and explore a radical, alternative 
normative moral theory, ‘Designer Ethics’, according to 
which our views are pro tanto crucial determinants of 
how, morally, we ought to be treated. For example, since 
utilitarians are more sympathetic to the idea that human beings may be sacrificed 
for the greater good, perhaps it is permissible (or, even under certain conditions, 
obligatory) to give them ‘priority’ as potential victims. This odd idea has manifold 
drawbacks but I claim that it also has substantial advantages, that it has some 
affinities to more commonly accepted moral positions, and that it should be given a 
significant role in our ethical thinking.
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