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Mr Johnson wants more outreach workers 
in less privileged areas
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Drive to close the attainment gap

Education Secretary Alan 
Johnson is to push for new 
targets to close the 
attainment gap between 
disadvantaged and more 
affluent pupils.

The Labour deputy leadership 
contender will say he wants an 
extra £1bn spent on closing
this gap by 2011.

In a speech later, he will say research shows children from 
poorer homes hear 15m words by the age of five, compared 
with 45m for those from "better" homes.

He believes the government must be accountable for 
addressing this issue.

Speaking at the Institute for Public Policy Research on 
Thursday, Mr Johnson will say he wants to see more literacy 
and numeracy projects and more outreach workers in less 
privileged areas.

The minister will highlight the fact that children who do not 
get free schools meals are twice as likely to get five good 
GCSEs as those who do.

Science project

Mr Johnson's speech on social mobility comes as the medical 
research charity, the Wellcome Trust, publishes details of a 
project in a disadvantaged area of London which saw pupils 
getting much better results in GCSE science.

The three-year scheme, funded by the trust, involved 31 
pupils from three state schools in the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham and academics at the London School 
for Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM).

After a week-long summer school, the scheme encouraged 
the pupils to undertake their own science and research 
projects, for example on asthma in the UK, malaria
prevention and the impact of global warming on disease.

An initial analysis of their subsequent GSCE science studies 
results showed 73% of the pupils achieved at least one 
grade higher in GCSE science than would have been 
expected on the basis of their performance in national tests 
in year 9.
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And 50% of this group achieved two grades higher than 
expected.

LSHTM senior lecturer Dr Carolyn Stephens said: "The 
feedback we have had from the young people is tremendous 
and we were surprised by the diversity and appeal of the 
public health topics they chose to work on.

"We had expected them to focus on public health topics 
relevant to their own daily lives in Britain," she said.

"Many chose areas of international public health, such as 
malaria prevention and access to vaccines in less developed 
countries, demonstrating a maturity of understanding 
about global health priorities." 
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